
 

 

ANZ VOCAL ENSEMBLE AWARDS 

DIVISION OVERVIEW & REQUIREMENTS 



 

 

The Vocal Ensemble Awards format has been 
revamped due to feedback from teachers and 
adjudicators over the years. Here are the main 
changes: 
 
Small	ensembles: 
There will now be no set piece for small 
ensembles, allowing students greater flexibility 
and closer repertoire fit. The two divisions remain 
the same: Division 1 and Open. 
 
Large	ensembles: 
Large vocal ensembles are now spread over only 
three divisions, however they are now subdivided 
into vocal range as well, essentially creating nine 
separate divisions. Division three no longer has a 
set piece, again allowing for greater flexibility and 
catering for the individuality and variety of 
ensemble combinations at this educational stage.  
 
So the divisions will now look like this: 
 
SMALL	ENSEMBLES	(4-7	members)	- no set piece, 
two own choice pieces 
• Division 1 (small) any voice combination, at least 
one a cappella piece, piano or rhythm section 
accompaniment  
• Open (small) any voice combination, a cappella 
or piano accompaniment/backing track 
 
LARGE	ENSEMBLES	(8+	members)	 
 
DIVISION	1 - four+ parts, a cappella set piece, 
own choice either a cappella or rhythm section 
accompaniment 
• SSAA - With You by Rosana Eckert 
• SATB - Seaside Rendezvous by Darmon Meader 
• TTBB - Refresh by Kerry Marsh 
 
DIVISION	2 - three+ parts, accompanied set piece 
(rhythm section backing track), own choice a 
cappella 
• SSA - On The Sunny Side Of The Street written 
by Jimmy McHugh and Dorothy Fields, arranged 
by Libby O'Donovan and Naomi Crellin  
• SAB - Sing, Sing, Sing by Louis Prima, arranged 
by Naomi Crellin 
• TTB - It Don’t Mean A Thing (If It Ain’t Got That 
Swing) by Duke Ellington and Irving Mills, 
arranged by Luke Thompson 
 
DIVISION	3	- two+ parts, no set piece, two own 
choice pieces either a cappella or piano 
accompaniment/backing track  
• Division 3 Treble voices 

• Division 3 Mixed voices 
• Division 3 Male voices 
 

We believe these changes will address some of the 
inequities that have crept in over the years, and 
provide a more even playing field for our students and 
adjudicators.	
Naomi Crellin – Director Vocal Ensemble Awards 
 
DIVISION	1	-	LARGE		
SSAA,	SATB,	TTBB  
8+ members 
ANZ VOCAL ENSEMBLE AWARDS 

STANDARD:	
 

This division is intended for experienced singers 
comfortable in close four-part vocal harmony and a 
relatively high level of jazz understanding and 
experience. They should be comfortable both 
performing a cappella and with a rhythm section. 
They are required to be able to execute the 
different rhythmic styles within the jazz genre (such 
as swing, Latin, and ballads) at an advanced level. 
The set piece is a cappella. Division one performers 
are expected to be able to connect with the 
audience in an authentic way to truly convey the 
message of a song. 

PERFORMANCE	REQUIREMENTS:	
 

Each ensemble must perform two (2) pieces which 
will include: 

• GIJ Set Piece 2022 - a capella 
• Own Choice Piece – either a cappella or 

rhythm 
Section accompaniment 

 
Division 1 may choose an a cappella or 
accompanied own choice piece. 

 
PERFORMANCE	TIME:	12	Minutes	

 
Each ensemble has a total of twelve (12) minutes in 
which to enter the stage, perform their two pieces, 
and exit the stage. 
 
Set up and quick tuning on stage is included in 
each ensemble's allocated time. 
 
Ensemble warm up areas will be provided prior 
to performance time. 

 



 

 

NUMBERS	ON	STAGE:	
	
As	a	guide,	the	maximum	recommended	number	
of	vocalists	in	a	jazz	ensemble	is	20;	however,	a	
school	can	enter	a	larger	ensemble	if	they	so	
choose.	



 

 

DIVISION	2 –	LARGE 
SSA,	SAB,	TBB		
8+ Members 
ANZ VOCAL ENSEMBLE AWARDS 

STANDARD:	

	
This division is intended for intermediate jazz 
harmony singers who are growing comfortable 
with three-part harmony, in both the accompanied 
and a cappella realms. They should be developing 
a sound understanding of differing jazz styles, and 
an awareness of the communication aspect of 
performing. 

 

PERFORMANCE	REQUIREMENTS:	
 

Each ensemble must perform two (2) pieces which 
will include: 

• GIJ Set Piece 2022 – accompanied  
(rhythm section backing track), 

• Own Choice Piece – a cappella 
 

PERFORMANCE	TIME:	10	Minutes	
 

Each ensemble has a total of ten (10) minutes in 
which to enter the stage, perform their two pieces, 
and exit the stage. 

 
Set up and quick tuning on stage is included 
in each ensemble's allocated time. 

 
Ensemble warm up areas will be provided prior to 
performance time. 

 
NUMBERS	ON	STAGE:	
	
As	a	guide,	the	maximum	recommended	number	
of	vocalists	in	a	jazz	ensemble	is	20;	however,	a	
school	can	enter	a	larger	ensemble	if	they	so	
choose.	

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DIVISION	3 – LARGE	
Treble,	Mixed,	Male	Voices	 
8+ Members 
ANZ VOCAL ENSEMBLE AWARDS 

STANDARD:	

	
This division is for ensembles within the beginner 
realm who are starting to immerse themselves in 
jazz harmony. These ensembles should be able to 
sing in two-part harmony, and display some 
understanding of the varying styles of jazz vocal 
performance. 	

 
PERFORMANCE	REQUIREMENTS:	
	
*There	is	no	set	piece	for	this	division*	

 
Each ensemble must perform two (2) pieces either a 
cappella or with piano accompaniment/backing 
track  

 
Accompaniment may only be a single instrument. 

 

PERFORMANCE	TIME:	10	Minutes	

	
Each ensemble has a total of ten (10) minutes in 
which to enter the stage, perform their two pieces, 
and exit the stage. 

 
Set up and quick tuning on stage is included in 
each ensemble's allocated time. 

 
Ensemble warm up areas will be provided prior to 
performance time. 

 
NUMBERS	ON	STAGE:	
 
As	a	guide,	the	maximum	recommended	number	of	
vocalists	 in	 a	 jazz	 ensemble	 is	 20;	 however,	 a	
school	 can	 enter	 a	 larger	 ensemble	 if	 they	 so	
choose.	

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

DIVISION	1	-	SMALL	
Any voice combination 
4–7 members 
ANZ VOCAL ENSEMBLE 
AWARDS 
 

STANDARD:	

	
This division is intended for experienced singers 
comfortable in close four-part vocal harmony with 
a relatively high level of jazz understanding and 
experience. They should be comfortable both 
performing a cappella and with a rhythm section. 
They are required to be able to execute the 
different rhythmic styles within the jazz genre 
(such as swing, Latin, and ballads) at an 
advanced level. Division one performers are 
expected to be able to connect with the audience 
in an authentic way to truly convey the message 
of a song. In line with the regulations regarding 
common members, students within larger 
ensembles are permitted and encouraged to form 
groups of 4-7 voices. 

 

PERFORMANCE	REQUIREMENTS:	
 

*There	is	no	set	piece	for	this	division* 
 
Each ensemble must perform two (2) contrasting 
pieces including at least one a cappella piece. 
Piano or rhythm section accompaniment are 
permitted for one piece.  

 
PERFORMANCE	TIME:	12	Minutes	
	
Each ensemble has a total of twelve (12) minutes 
in which to enter the stage, perform their two 
pieces, and exit the stage. 

 
Set up and quick tuning on stage is included 
in each ensemble's allocated time. 

Ensemble warm up areas will be provided 
prior to performance time. 
	
	
NUMBERS	ON	STAGE:	
	
The	 maximum	 number	 for	 Division	 1	 Small	
Ensemble	members	on	stage	at	any	one	time	 is	
seven	(7).	

OPEN	-	SMALL	
Any voice combination 
4–7 members 
ANZ VOCAL ENSEMBLE 
AWARDS 

STANDARD:	

	
To further promote and encourage small ensemble 
singing, the open (small) division has recently been 
introduced to GIJ. In line with the regulations 
regarding common members, students within larger 
ensembles are permitted and encouraged to form 
groups of 4-7 voices. This division is for small 
groups who do not yet feel ready to enter division 1 
(small).	
 
PERFORMANCE	REQUIREMENTS:	
	
*There	is	no	set	piece	for	this	division*	
	
Each ensemble must perform two (2) pieces which 
will include a cappella or piano 
accompaniment/backing track 
 
 

						PERFORMANCE	TIME:	10	Minutes 
 

Each ensemble has a total of ten (10) minutes in 
which to enter the stage, perform their two pieces, 
and exit the stage. 

 
Set up and quick tuning on stage is included in 
each ensemble's allocated time. 

Ensemble warm up areas will be provided prior 
to performance time. 

 
NUMBERS	ON	STAGE:	
	
The	 maximum	 number	 for	 Open	 Division	 Small	
Ensemble	 members	 on	 stage	 at	 any	 one	 time	 is	
seven	(7).	

	
	 
 
 

  


